Metropolitan
Regional Parks
and Trails System  —

FY 2026-2027

Aquatic Invasive Species Funding

S.F. 2107, Kunesh, Pha, Johnson Stewart
H.F. 2218, Falconer, Myers

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) negatively impact Minnesota ecosystems, economies,
and ways of life. AIS began arriving in Minnesota in the 1800s, but the current rate of invasion
is increasing. As a state known as the “Land of 10,000 Lakes", the continued spread of newer
species, such as Starry Stonewort, have significant impacts on the lakes, property owners

owners, and the people who enjoy them.

The governor's budget reduces the county aquatic invasive species prevention aid program by
50%. The Metropolitan Regional Parks and Trails System's implementing agencies
request $1.5 million in funds to reduce the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species on
public water bodies located along and within the regional park system in SF2107 authored by

Senator Kunesh and in HF2218 authored by Representative Falconer.

Funds for the request would be available for use towards prevention, containment, control, and
enforcement for managing aquatic invasive species. This include funding for AIS inspections,
lake treatments for AIS currently impacting water bodies located within and along the regional

park system, lake surveys, rapid response planning, and enforcement of laws around AlS.

More funding is necessary to protect and preserve local lake ecosystems and the economies
that support them. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of chemical treatments in

Minnesota’s public waters.

Anoka County Ramsey County
Carver County City of Saint Paul
City of Bloomington Scott County

Dakota County Three Rivers Park District
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Washington County
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REGIONAL PARKS, PARK RESERVES, AND SPECIAL RECREATION FEATURES
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Map Location *

Three Rivers Park District (763) 559-9000 www.threeriversparks.org

Baker Park Reserve

Bryant Lake Regional Park

Carver Park Reserve (Lowry Nature Center)

Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park

Crow-Hassan Park Reserve

A/ Eagle Lake Regional Park

(E8) Elm Creek Park Reserve (Eastman Nature Center)
Fish Lake Regional Park

French Regional Park

Gale Woods Farm

Hyland-Bush-Anderson Lakes Park Reserve (Richardson Nature Ctr)
Kingswood

Lake Minnetonka Regional Park

F PicnicArea

& Mountain Biking
Ly ski Snowboard
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Map Location *
Anoka County Parks (763)757-3920 www.anokacountyparks.com Ramsey County Parks and Recreation (651) 748-2500 www.ramseycounty.us/parks

D9 Bald Eagle-Otter Lakes Regional Park (Tamarack Nature Center) $5

F9 Battle Creek-Indian Mounds Regional Park (Battle Creek part) &5

a D7 Long Lake Regional Park $5

a E8 Phalen-Keller Regional Park (Keller part) B o

D7 Tony Schmidt Regional Park R

D8 Vadnais-Snail Lakes Regional Park So =

= & Eﬁ a Ramsey County Regional Trails: Birch Lake (D8), Bruce Vento (E8), Highway 96 (D7-D9), Rice Creek North (D7), Rice Creek West,

- ﬁ _ Saint Paul Parks and Recreation (651) 266-6400 www.stpaul.gov/parks

1), Mississippi River (C5-D7), F9 Battle Creek & Indian Mounds Regional Park (Indian Mounds part) 7\e &5

City of Bloomington Parks (952) 563-8877 www.bloomingtonmn.gov E8 Cgmo Regional Park, Zoo & Coiiservatory $o
54 ARG F7 Hidden Falls-Croshy Farm Regional Park So o=

G6 Hyland-Bush-Anderson Lakes Park Reserve R ; ) 8 : -
Carver Gounty Parks (952) 563-8877 www.co.carver.mn.us/parks 8 L".yd?le._Hgmet sland .& Cherokeg Heights Regional Park O:O f
G1 Baylor Regional Park So %= K IZ Illﬂrizls;sns_i}gs:;ol;%e i':ﬁg:o;ﬁkp(ir: alen part) O$ : Lake Rebecca Park Reserve
F4 Lake Minnewashta Regional Park Rt . . g . coT Noerenberg Gardens
G3 Lake Waconia Regional Park = Saint Paul Regional Trails: Bruce Vento (E8), Sam Morgan (F7-F8). Trout Brook (E3) North Mississippi Regional Park (Three Rivers part)
Carver County Regional Trails: Dakota Rail (F1-F2), MN River Bluffs (G4-H4), Southwest (63-G4 Scott County Parks (763) 559-9000 www.scottcountymn.gov (Operated in partnership with Three Rivers Park District) Silverwood
J4 Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park A ] The Landing

Dakota County Parks (952) 891-7000 www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks 6 Cl Lake Regional Park . —
K9 Lake Byllesby Regional Park o s Gary Laxe eglonal tar = : Three Rivers Park District Regional Trails: Bassett Creek (E5-E6), Cedar Lake LRT (F6), Dakota Rail (E4-F3), Lake Independence (D4-E4), Lake Minnetonka LRT (F3-FS), Luce Line (E5-E6), Medicine
I6  Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve Lake (C5-E5), MN River Bluffs LRT (F5-G4), Nine Mile Creek (F5-G7), Nokomis-MN River (F7-G7), North Cedar Lake (F6), NE Diagonal (E7), Rush Creek (C5-C6), Twin Lakes (E6), Shingle Creek (D6-E6)

G8 Lebanon Hills Regional Park . : —
15 Spring Lake Regional Park Washington County Parks (651) 430-8368 www.co.washington.mn.us/parks

J10 Miesville Ravine Park Reserve Scott C Regional Trails: Scott G West (G4-H —
H9 Spring Lake Park Reserve ie 5o A cott County Reglonal Trails: Scott Gounty West (64-115) C10 Big Marine Park Reserve o 2= re £a Eﬁ .Jf
G10 Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park &5 X a

I8  Whitetail Woods Regional Park A ~
|*| E10 Lake EImo Park Reserve '}ie So== A
D10 Pine Point Regional Park o

Dakota County Regional Trails: Big Rivers (F8), Minnesota River (G7), Mississippi River (F8-H10), North Creek (H7), River to River (F8 % ‘a
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (612) 230-6400 www.minneapolisparks.org i . < /
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum United States Fish and Wildlife Service G110 St. Croix Bluffs Regional Park do= A
(952) 443-1400 www.arboretum.umn.edu Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge C11 Square Lake L

k3 K 1| \ X. _—
E7 Above the Falls Regional Park 8o DI I i
www.fws.gov/refuge/minnesota_valley Washington County Regional Trails: Hardwood Creek (B9-C9), Point Douglas (H10)

Lo 1=
E7 Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park So o= -
National Park Service
Mississippi National River & Recreation Area (MNNRA) Refuge Headquarters and Visitor Center (G7), Bloomington, MN Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (651) 296-6157 www.dnr.state.mn.us

F6 Minneapolis Chain-of-Lakes Regional Park ]e S5
F7 Minnehaha Regional Park &H i
(651) 290-4160 www.nps.gov/miss (952) 854-5900 F11 Afton State Park & A =
Rapids Lake Visitor Center (H4), Carver, MN F7 Fort Snelling State Park £ s i

F7 Mississippi Gorge Regional Park $o =
F7 Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park & s St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
ﬁ) — (715) 483-2274 www.nps.gov/sacn (952) 361-4500

D6 North Mississippi Regional Park (MPRB part) So e
E6 Theodore Wirth Regional Park l@ £ ﬁ“ L9 For information about accessibility at each facility, please contact the individual agency listed above.

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Regional Trails: Cedar Lake (E6-E7), Columbia Parkway (E7), Kenilworth (E6), Luce Line (E6),
NE Diagonal (E7), Ridgway Parkway (E7), St. Anthony Parkway (E7), Shingle Creek (E6), Victory Memorial (E6)

H . X pN g & e

Q
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DDD
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=5 5. 5. 35 5. 55
i
|
(

b

D6 Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park

C6 Bunker Hills Regional Park
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B5 Mississippi West Regional Park
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B6 Rum River Central Regional Park Sow= A

Anoka County Regional Trails: Bunker Hills-Chain of Lakes (C7), Central Anoka County (B5-B7), Coon Creek (
Rice Creek North (C8), Rice Creek West (D7), Rum River (A6)
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Minnesota State Trails: Brown’s Creek (D10), Gateway (D10-E8), Luce Line (E1-E5), Minnesota Valley (G5-J3)
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TWIN CITIES METROPOLITAN REGIONAL PARKS SYSTEM
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“] come to kayak

as often as possible.”

.

“] come to relax.”

“] come here hecause it is close by and
you can get a good workout by walking.”
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The Twin Cities area is home to a system of
regional parks and trails that is nationally
renowned for its beauty, size, and variety of
features. With 54 parks and park reserves,
more than 380 miles of interconnected
trails, and 8 special recreation features, the
system provides a wealth of opportunities
for recreation, exercise, and just plain fun!

The Metropolitan Council plays a key role

Published August 2017

in long-range planning, investment, and
coordination of the Regional Parks System
in partnership with 10 park agencies that
operate the system to protect natural
resources and provide outdoor recreation
for public enjoyment.

For more information about the Metropolitan
Council and the Regional Parks System,
visit metrocouncil.org.
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INCOMING BOATS TO BIG MARINE LAKE IN 2024




Metropolitan Regional Parks and Trails System
Aquatic Invasive Species Funding

Dear Honorable Legislators:

On behalf of the 10 implementing agencies that make up the Metropolitan Regional Parks and Trails
System, we are writing to request your support to fully fund the department of revenue county
Aquatic Invasive Species (AlS) prevention aid program that was recommended to be reduced in the
governor’s budget.

In addition to fully funding county AIS prevention aid program, the regional park agencies are
requesting support for supplementing the county AlIS prevention aid program in the amount of $1.5
million from the general fund for grants to implementing agencies of the Metropolitan Council
Regional Parks System for initiatives to reduce the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AlIS) authored
by Senator Kunesh in SF 2107 and by Representative Falconer in HF2218. Funds for the supplemental
request would be available for use towards prevention, containment, control, and enforcement for
managing aquatic invasive species. This request is for one-time appropriation and is available until
June 30, 2027.

AIS began arriving in Minnesota in the 1800s, but the current rate of invasion is increasing. AlS has
negatively impacted Minnesota’s ecosystems, economies, and way of life. The continued spread of
newer species, such as Starry Stonewort, have significant impacts on the lakes, property owners, and
the people who enjoy them.

The Metropolitan Regional Parks System was established by the Legislature to preserve and protect
the last great places for outdoor recreation in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. Because 93% of state
parks and recreation areas are located outside of the Twin Cities, the regional parks function as the
state parks of the Metro Area by providing comparable natural settings and recreational
opportunities. More than 69 million visits were made to the system in 2023, and the number
continues to grow annually.

The structure and visitation of the regional parks makes this a system of regional and statewide
significance. Research data from the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center shows
boats from across the state travel from a wide variety of water bodies prior to launching at lakes
located along and within the regional park system. Funding from the request will go towards a variety
of lake specific needs where metropolitan regional park boat launches are located. Funds will be used
towards inspections, education, early detection, rapid response to AIS discovery, enforcement of
violations, and improved ecological benefits such as lake treatments for areas where AlS already
exists.

We thank you for your thoughtful consideration of fully funding the county AlS prevention aid
program and the additional supplemental request for $1.5 million in general fund appropriations to
manage species that have an impact on the environment, economy, and Minnesota’s way of life.
Funding this request will go directly towards prevention and management of the water bodies people
from across the region and state come to visit and care for. Thank you again for your time and
consideration.



Metropolitan Regional Parks and Trails System

Aquatic Invasive Species Funding

Sincerely,

Jeff Perry
Parks Director
Anoka County

o T

Ann Kattreh
Parks and Recreation Director
City of Bloomington

Ak

Martin Walsh
Parks and Recreation Director
Carver County

JULL Lo

Niki Geisler
Director of Parks
Dakota County

i

Al Bangoura
Superintendent
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

%f%

Mark McCabe
Director of Parks and Recreation
Ramsey County

e )
pﬁﬁfﬁﬂ / Y/ /i//

Andy Rodriguez
Parks and Recreation Director
City of Saint Paul

C. Michael-jon Pease
Executive Director
Saint Paul Parks Conservancy

7 Llpthael 56« /‘gﬂc_)

Patricia Freeman
General Manager of Parks and Trails
Scott County

o /’/
/O &”{/{“\/‘ CoFnaeman

Boe Carlson
Superintendent
Three Rivers Park District

Alex McKinney
Parks Director
Washington County
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County Name

Aitkin
Anoka
Becker
Beltrami
Benton

Big Stone
Blue Earth
Brown
Carlton
Carver
Cass
Chippewa
Chisago
Clay
Clearwater
Cook
Cottonwood
Crow Wing
Dakota
Dodge
Douglas
Faribault
Fillmore
Freeborn
Goodhue
Grant
Hennepin
Houston
Hubbard
Isanti
Itasca
Jackson
Kanabec
Kandiyohi
Kittson
Koochiching
Lac Qui Parle
Lake

Lake of the Woods
Le Sueur
Lincoln
Lyon
McLeod
Mahnomen
Marshall
Martin
Meeker
Mille Lacs
Morrison
Mower
Murray

Watercraft
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Trailer Launches x $2,217 per Launch

65
24
88
47
6
16
23
10
19
29
118

22

30

47

14
107
15

60

12

13
50

69
18
192
21
11
50

26

37
11
27
13
12
15

20
40
12
29

23

$144,124
$53,215
$195,122
$104,213
$13,304
$35,477
$50,998
$22,173
$42,129
$64,302
$261,641
$15,521
$48,780
$8,869
$66,519
$104,213
$31,042
$237,251
$33,259
S0
$133,038
$15,521
S0
$26,608
$17,738
$28,825
$110,865
$11,086
$152,993
$39,911
$425,721
$46,563
$24,390
$110,865
$13,304
$57,650
$19,956
$82,040
$24,390
$59,867
$28,825
$26,608
$33,259
$17,738
$8,869
$44,346
$88,692
$26,608
$64,302
$8,869
$50,998

Watercraft Trailer
Parking Spaces

544
337
633
438
92
237
288
127
124
335
1108
79
360
35
183
453
110
1029
372

535
62

127
197
103
892
50
485
125
913
160
103
587
56
252
92
426
148
381
151
121
181
52
24
213
602
293
269
14
206

Certified Aid 2025

x $228 per
Space

$124,207
$76,944
$144,527
$100,005
$21,006
$54,112
$65,756
$28,997
$28,312
$76,488
$252,980
$18,037
$82,196
$7,991
$41,783
$103,429
$25,115
$234,942
$84,935
S0
$122,152
$14,156
S0
$28,997
$44,979
$23,517
$203,662
$11,416
$110,736
$28,540
$208,457
$36,531
$23,517
$134,024
$12,786
$57,537
$21,006
$97,265
$33,791
$86,990
$34,476
$27,627
$41,326
$11,873
$5,480
$48,632
$137,449
$66,898
$61,418
$3,196
$47,034

Total Aid

$268,331
$130,159
$339,649
$204,218
$34,310
$89,589
$116,754
$51,170
$70,441
$140,790
$514,621
$33,558
$130,976
$16,860
$108,302
$207,642
$56,157
$472,193
$118,194
S0
$255,190
$29,677
S0
$55,605
$62,717
$52,342
$314,527
$22,502
$263,729
$68,451
$634,178
$83,094
$47,907
$244,889
$26,090
$115,187
$40,962
$179,305
$58,181
$146,857
$63,301
$54,235
$74,585
$29,611
$14,349
$92,978
$226,141
$93,506
$125,720
$12,065
$98,032



Nicollet
Nobles
Norman
Olmsted
Otter Tail
Pennington
Pine
Pipestone
Polk

Pope
Ramsey
Red Lake
Redwood
Renville
Rice

Rock
Roseau
St. Louis
Scott
Sherburne
Sibley
Stearns
Steele
Stevens
Swift
Todd
Traverse
Wabasha
Wadena
Waseca
Washington
Watonwan
Wilkin
Winona
Wright

Yellow Medicine
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13 $28,825
12 $26,608
3 $6,652
2 $4,435
115 $254,989
6 $13,304
29 $64,302
1 $2,217
17 $37,694
19 $42,129
17 $37,694
2 $4,435
5 $11,086
5 $11,086
18 $39,911
$0
7 $15,521
171 $379,155
12 $26,608
17 $37,694
11 $24,390
53 $117,517
5 $11,086
6 $13,304
8 $17,738
38 $84,257
6 $13,304
15 $33,259
8 $17,738
10 $22,173
24 $53,215
$15,521
1 $2,217
18 $39,911
61 $135,255
10 $22,173
$5,000,000

2,255

Total Number of Launches

Value of Each
Launch
$2,217

Certified Aid 2025

176
105
28
29
905
31
234

120
188
256
10
37
32
220

164
1449
186
164
161
572
26
26
67
294
59
307
65
107
354
71

215
450
80

21,899
Total Number of Trailer Spaces

$40,184
$23,974
$6,393
$6,621
$206,630
$7,078
$53,427
$228
$27,399
$42,924
$58,450
$2,283
$8,448
$7,306
$50,231
$0
$37,445
$330,837
$42,468
$37,445
$36,760
$130,600
$5,936
$5,936
$15,298
$67,126
$13,471
$70,095
$14,841
$24,430
$80,826
$16,211
$1,370
$49,089
$102,744
$18,266
$5,000,000

Value of Each

Space
$228

$69,009
$50,582
$13,045
$11,056
$461,619
$20,382
$117,729
$2,445
$65,093
$85,053
$96,144
$6,718
$19,534
$18,392
$90,142
$0
$52,966
$709,992
$69,076
$75,139
$61,150
$248,117
$17,022
$19,240
$33,036
$151,383
$26,775
$103,354
$32,579
$46,603
$134,041
$31,732
$3,587
$89,000
$237,999
$40,439
$10,000,000
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