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236,363 Minnesotans speak English less 

than “very well”

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates

Hennepin County 81,800 7%

Ramsey County 56,000 11%

Dakota County 20,300 5%

Anoka County 14,400 4%

Olmsted County 7,900 5%

Scott County 7,000 5%

Washington County 6,400 3%

Stearns County 6,200 4%

Mower County 3,900 11%

Nobles County 3,600 18%

Rice County 2,900 5%

Kandiyohi County 2,300 6%

Carver County 1,800 2%

Wright County 1,800 1%

St. Louis County 1,600 1%

243,700 Minnesotans speak 
English less than “very well”
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187,600 live in the 7-County 
Twin Cities Metro
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Highest concentration in Nobles 
County
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Mower County increase from 9% 
to 11%
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Minnesotans who speak English less than “very well”

Source: Public Use Microdata Sample, 2019 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates
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• 41,200 – Mexican 
• 22,700 – Somali 
• 19,800 – Hmong
• 24,000 – Not reported

• Most likely to identify as Asian



English proficiency by age
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Source: Public Use Microdata Sample, 2019 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates
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• Children concentrated ages 5 to 10
• Working-age adults ages 30 to 45



Keep in touch!

Email: demography.helpline@state.mn.us
Website: mn.gov/demography


