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2/25/22 

Northern Township  
445 Town Hall Rd. NW 
Bemidji, MN  56601 

Chairman Jess Frenzel, 

The Mississippi Headwaters Board (MHB) is an eight-county (Aitkin, Beltrami, Cass, Clearwater, 
Crow Wing, Hubbard, Itasca, and Morrison) joint-powers board which was united in 1980 with the 
signing of the Joint-Powers Agreement (Appendix 5). In 1981, the Minnesota legislature duly 
authorized MHB to preserve and protect the outstanding and unique natural, scientific, historical, 
recreational, and cultural values of the first 400 miles of the Mississippi River. (See Minn. Stat. § 
103F.361, Subd. (1) and (2); Minn. Stat. § 103F.361-377, Appendix 6.).  The MHB’s mission is to 
enhance and protect outstanding and unique natural, scientific, historical, recreational, and cultural 
values in the first 400 miles of the Mississippi River from its source at Lake Itasca in Clearwater 
County to the southerly boundary of Morrison County.  To learn more about our formation and history, 
please go to https://www.mississippiheadwaters.org/ and click on the Living History video. 

The MHB has learned that Northern Township intends to install sewer lines in a section of Northern 
Township located near Lake Bemidji.  The MHB realizes that this meets a regional planning goal of 
the communities in the area, and that it will help preserve and protect a Headwaters Lake of the MHB.  
Beltrami county will show support for this project in a formal resolution, and the Mississippi 
Headwaters Board voted at their 2/25/22 board meeting to provide this letter of support for the project.  

Thank you for your work on this legislation and helping protect a vital Headwaters Lake in the Miss. 
Headwaters Board jurisdiction. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Van Kempen 
Chairman of the Board 

Clearwater  *  Hubbard  *  Beltrami  *  Cass  *   Itasca  *  Aitkin  *  Crow Wing  *  Morrison 

 

https://www.mississippiheadwaters.org/






January 9th, 2025

Chris Lahn
Administrator - Northern Township
445 Town Hall Rd NE
Bemidji, MN 56601

Subject: Letter of Support for Northern Township Wastewater Project

Dear Mr. Lahn,

On behalf of Friends of the Mississippi River (FMR), I am pleased to express our strong support for the Northern Township
Wastewater Project. This initiative represents a significant investment in protecting water quality, public health, and
community resilience.

At FMR, our mission is to protect, restore, and enhance the Mississippi River and its watershed in the Twin Cities region
through education, advocacy, and hands-on conservation efforts. The Northern Township Wastewater Project aligns with these
goals in several key ways:

● Protecting Downstream Water Quality: By replacing outdated septic systems, the project will help reduce phosphorus,
nitrogen, and other pollutants from entering Lake Bemidji and downstream waterways, including those that flow into the
Mississippi River.

● Enhancing Ecosystem Health: Improved wastewater treatment prevents harmful algae blooms and ensures healthier
aquatic habitats for fish, wildlife, and native plants.

● Strengthening Community Resilience: Modern, centralized wastewater infrastructure supports sustainable land use
and community development practices that protect water resources and prevent environmental degradation.

The benefits of this project will extend far beyond township borders, positively impacting water resources throughout the
region, including the Mississippi River. This project demonstrates thoughtful environmental stewardship and a commitment to
long-term regional water quality goals.

Please feel free to contact us if there are further opportunities for FMR to assist in advancing this critical project.

Sincerely,

Trevor Russell
Water Program Director
Friends of the Mississippi River







 

 

January 1, 2025 

 

Friends Of Lake Bemidji, established in 1990 to promote good lake management practices and maintain 
and improve the environment, economics, and recreational qualities of Lake Bemidji is in support of 
Northern Township and the infrastructure proposed for the north side of Lake Bemidji.   

A bonding request from the State of Minnesota for Northern Township’s wastewater project to install a 
sewer system around the north and east side of Lake Bemidji is a high priority for our association.  

The infrastructure along the lakeshore is necessary to protect Lake Bemidji from further pollution and 
ensure that it continues to be protected for generations to come.  It is long overdue.  This is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to provide a substantial impact to Lake Bemidji and the community as a whole.  

The alignment at the township, city, county and state level is unprecedented and the momentum is 
moving forward.  Please lets get this done while we can. 

We ask that the legislature to do everything they can to assist Northern Township to help ensure this 
project is funded.  

 

Karrie Nelson 

Friends Of Lake Bemidji 

 



January 4, 2025 
 
 
As the owner of Gold Coast of Bemidji and Lake Bemidji Resort dba Ruttgers Birchmont Lodge, 
I am writing in support of the Northern Township Infrastructure Bonding Request. 
 
The infrastructure installation along Lake Bemidji is a very high priority not only for our business, 
but for the entire community. 
 
Lake Bemidji has a huge impact for Northern Township and the City of Bemidji, as well as for all 
the surrounding townships of Beltrami County. It is a natural resource that has been neglected, 
and needs to be protected for generations to come. 
 
This project is long overdue, and I have heard from many property owners that it is a project that 
has been on again off again since the late 1960’s. It is imperative that the Township, County 
and State work together on this project to ensure that it can be completed. 
 
The time to act is now. The leadership in the agencies involved have come together to find a 
solution to this project and protect our natural resource. It is a high priority, necessary project 
that aligns with our local leaders, the timing of roadway construction, and community support 
that we may never see again. I hope the legislature will do everything they can to assist 
Northern Township to ensure this project is funded. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Karrie Nelson 
Ruttgers Birchmont Lodge 
7598 Bemidji Rd 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
 
 




